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PERSECUTION. 


Preached Merch 26, 168 0 


p 


 Veing the Fourth SUNDAY in LENT, ( on @ AL. IV. RVA 


of the Epiflle for that Day. ) And the Time' when the- Brief for' I 
the Perſecuted; 


ROTESTANTS, 


In F RANCE , was Read in the Pariſh-Church of Shapwicke. 


 _ AN 
"Bev Publiſhed to the ct 3 Violent and Head-ſtrong/ Men, , 
as well as to put a ſtop to falſe Reports, 


nd 


ne?” ON RE "Ef FounTH EDITION. 
By S.4. BOLDE, Vicar of Shapwicke in | Derfetſrire. 
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TO THE REA D _” 


EADER, 
T ror been my oo couyſe for ſome Months , to Preach every Sunday eithey 
e 


' 0n the:whole Epiſile for the Day , or ſame- part of it. And finding 1 was 

' commanded in the Brief forthe perſecuted Proteſtants in France, ( which was 
brought me in the Week before the fourth Sunday in Lent ) to publiſh it the next Sun- 

day ; 1 found there was no need to'dlter my wonted courſe , in ordey to my pitching 
on a Subjett which might ſuit with'that Occaſion. The famous Dr. Patrick , in his 
Epiſtle Dedicatory before hy Sermon preached before the Lord Mayor, &c. the 21 Sun- 
day after Trinity, 1680. aſcribes his being direfted to the Subjeft he then preached on, 
nor ſo mach to hrs own Prudence; - as a kind of Divine Providence ; becauſe having 
obſerved this ſame courſe that year , he did not on that Occaſion go out of his way 
to meet with a fitting Argument: Whether pedple will put the ſame Conftruftion on 
this Diſcourſe,” or not,' 1 neither know, nor\care. Bar I think 1 may truely ſay, T have 
diſcourſed on this Text with a Freedom which becomes a Chriſtian , and particularly 
2 true Son of the Church of England. | 

It may be fome who- pretend 40 the Church , will take exception at this Sermon ; for 
there-are ſome. ſo 'ſhallow-; amdof ſo ſhort Diſcourſe , they cannot underſtand how 
a Man can except againſt their violent proceedings againſt ſome Diſlenters , and yet 
be himſelf a thorow Conformiſt: Indeed it 7s not of 'any Moment what ſuch may 
either ſay or think ; but yet #0 give them ſome ſatisfattion , if they ever happen to 
be favoured with any ſober and lucid Intervals, I will, among ſt the many Inſtances I 
might mention for this end, offer theſe few to their conſideration. 

1. I could never yet underſtand that Conformity did oblige any man to lay aſide all 
Bowels of Compaſſion. Nay, I am ſure, t0 convince and ſatisfie men with Reaſon, 
and by Humility, Gentleneſſe, and Meekneſſe , i moſt Chriſtian , and tends moſt to the 
Honour of particular perſons , and whole Churches. How much of fierceneſſe and vio- 
lence there # any Party , eſpecially if countenanced by the Principles of that perſuaſion, 
fo much there is of ſome Infernal and Devilliſh mixtureinit. ; 

2. Thoje who do generally decry and proſecute Diſſenters with gyeateſt paſſion and vi- 
rulence , are greateſt Strangers unto them.. They uſually know no more of them , thai 
they learn from ſome falſe and ſcandalous Obſervator or other. 

3. Theyare commonly ignorant of the State of the Contraverſie betwixt us and the 
Diſſenters. The true Reaſon why Judicious and thinking Conformiſts do uſe thoſe 
particular Ceremonies which are enjoyned , is becauſe they are ſatisfied they come undey 
the general Rule given by the Apoſile, viz. that all things be done decently and in or- 
der. And the Reaſonwhy they obſerve no other Rites and Ceremonies , ( whilſt it muſt 
be acknowledged there are others every whit as orderly and decent in themſelves as theſe ) 
is, becauſe theſe alone are enjoyned by an Authority , they are perſwaded , ks power 

20 interpoſe in theſe things. And now if others do not break the general Rule given by 
the Apoſtle , but apprehend that a freedom from Impoſitions in theſe things, is one 
part of the Liberty they are commanded to ſtand faſt in , why ſhould we quavyel with, 
and proſecute them ? eſpecially whileſt they AS 3. that it pertains to Authority ts 


take - 


AF. 


3, To the Reader, S. _ 
take notice of them who are Indecent, and Diſorderly in their Worſhip. Is it u0t exviieh 
"that we May aft according t6 our own more minute perſwaſion , and have the Comme. 


tenance and Incouragement of thaſe in Power , but we muſt ruine and oppreſs.them- wha. 
will not truckle to ory Fancies ? | =... —"on_ 
4. I have had the Opportunitie to be acquainted both with Conformiſts aud Nong” 
conformiſts, And as I acknowledge I have great cauſe to bleſſe GOD for the worthy _® 
Labours , «nd. exemplary: Lives of very many in the Church of England ,. ſol \ 
enght to grve others their due. And this T wuſt ſay, that thoſe of the Diſlenters whone ; 
1 have been acquainted with , have been men of great Learning , exemplary Piety, > 
frift Devotion, «nd extraordinary Loyalty; Men who have been diligent Attenders on. 
GOD 3n hzs publick Ordinances , eminently Religious in their Families , who have had 
a great regard to Conſcience in all the parts of their Converſation with Men. They have: &} 
ueither been Haunters of Taverns , nor obſcene and looſe in their Don > 910r have "+ 
they been guilty of ſiting Days and Nights at Cayds and Dice. Indeed they have beey. 
Perſons that could not be juſtly blamed for any thing , but that they had ſtraiter No.” 


tions concerning Humane Impolitions in the Service of GOD, than we Conformiſt,” 
have. = 
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Biant's And a very learned Gentleman has xpou Confederation given 4 very juſl and god: BY 
Appen- Reaſon of this. He expreſſeth himſelf in theſe Words. I think this their Scrupulo:' 
dixto his ſity may be of GOD, and that ſome men are by Him framed to it, that He, 

.. hath provided it as a Bar and Obſtacle in the Naturesand Complexions of ſome. FT. 
Bps. right devout Men , againſt any Innovations whatſoever , that dangerous ones may i 
in judg- not ſteal] upon the Church , for the better maintaining the Simplicity and Purity Oc 
ing in of Chriftian Religion and Worſhip. : "mn 
Cen in ,\ If after allthis, any remain mnſetified , they may ſeek Sacixfallion where thiy (+ 
Parliam. pleaſe . fer. »S 
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Bat + then He that was boyn afier the Fleſh perſecuted Him that was born afier 
the Spirit, even ſo it z5 now. 


*hHHere were ſome even in the Apoſtles days, wholaboured what the 
SOD of * could to hinder the progreſs of the Goſpel , by Preaching up = 44 | 
- T Þ -heceſlity of the Zewiſs Law. Theſe having inſinuated themſelves - 
oh © into the Churches of Galatia, had infeted many of thoſe Chriſti- 
ÞÞS:ÞÞ ans with their poyſonous and falſe DoQrines : For though they did 
not openly declare themſelves Enemies to the Goſpe], yet they did 
ſupplant it as to its power and efficacy , | alledgingits inſufficiency alone, and 
the neceſſity of theix beingCircumciſed , and embracing thoſe old Rules GOD had 
anciently inforced under the former diſpenſation. They knew if they could lea- 
yen and corrupt them with theſe Principles ,. they did at firſt ſo ſpeciouſly dif. 
play, it would not be long before they ſhould entirely undermine that acion 
the Apoſtleshadlaidamongſtthem. For however innocent their Pretences might 
ſeem at firſt, it is clear St. Paul perceived the conſequence would be dangerous, 
Chriſt will not profit you at all, Gal. 5.2. 

For this cauſe it is he doth labour with them ſo earneſtly , and uſeth ſuch ya- 
riety of Arguments. to ſecure them from giving place any further to thoſe falſe 
and pernicious Teachers , and to conyincethem of their Error and Fault, in fly = 
ing way untothem atall. | + 
+ Amongſt other Arguments, heurgeth the different ſtate menare in whenunder 
the Goſpel, from that they were in when under the Law : Andthat the Law was 
primarily deſigned onely to prepare and fit Men for the Goſpel, but nottocon- 
tinue inthe ſame Place and Powet after, as before'; no more than he that being 


arrived to ripe and full years, is bound to continue. under their Tutorage who 
had the care of him in his Minbrity, Gal. 4 1. - as 
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Heafterwardsproceeds to Argue with them from the Nature of that Law they 
are ſo deſirous to be under , verſe 21. And then explains himſelf by a Simili. 
tude of Abraham's two Sons ; ſhewing there is as great a difference between thoſe 
who are under a Goſpel State, and them that are under the Law, as between 
that Son which was his Natural Child , and that which was conferred onhim by. - 
the ſpecial Promiſe and powerful Interpoſition of Gop's particular Bleſling. 

And thus he takes occaſion to refle& on the greatAlteration that was wrought 
amoneſt them , fince they did liſten to , and entertain theſe falſe and deceiving | 
Apoſtles - and does, as it were, tell them , it was no wonder they ſhould thus. 
vary , and that they ſhould now approve wayes of ſeverity towards Chriſt's A. 
poſtles and Followers , ſeeing they did receive and adhere to them that were | 
dire&tly contrary to Chriſts Minſters and Servants. Compare Gal. 4. 14; 15-- * 
withthis 29. v. It is no more than what hath fallenout.inall Ages of the World;. 
The Servants of Satan, and enemies of true Godlineſle , have alwayes been for 
Perſecuting the Faithful and Obedient Children of GOD, And it ſeems by this- 
Epiſtle, to be the eſpecial and peculiar CharaQter of them that are irreligiouſly 
and immoderately hot and zealous about Ceremonies, to be the greateſt Perſe. 
Ccutors of thoie who are moſt pious and Conſcientious. Look through all the 
Scriptures, nay, look through all. the Ages of the Church, you ſhall generally 
find that thoſe who were moſt for the Perſecution of others on the account of ſome 
Indifferences relating to Religion, were very wicked Superſtitious men ; men- 
that were inordinately Zealousfor, and fond of fome outward Ceremonies. Now. 
ifa fondneſs forany Geretmonies would maintain and juſtifie Mens perſecution of 
others who cannot approve their Fopperies, one woutd think. theſe Teachers, *: 
who were crept in amongſt the Galatians ſhould be excuſed , becauſe .they preſt* : /. 
onely thoſe things that had: formerlie been of Divine appointment ::.For, He: | 
that came to take awdy the inſupportable Yoke of. the Jewiſh Ceremonies, certainby. did” 
never intend t0 gall the-Necks of h#s Diſciples with another ix lead of it. Buther we ſee - 
how dangerous it is to give our ſelyes too great. a Liberty in admiring any bare” 
external and accidental Appendage to Religion. Satan doth ſuddenly ftrike.in 
on ſuch Occaſions. and doth ſo-powertuliy affe&t mens minds with ſome:{trange, 
Apprehenſions of the Beautie, Excellency, Uſefulneſs, and Neceſlity of theſe things. | 
they are quite taken off from- minding the inward Part. and Soul of Religion... ' 
And by this means they- come: to lay out all their, Zeal about. theſe trifling and- {.. 
worthiefs Parts, they even ſtarve their own Souls, by a conſtant: feafting on: '-/ 
theſe meer Husks, and do.what they can to deſtroy others. Souls ,* atleaſt. their | 
Boaies, by perſecuting them, if they will-not conceiveand. believe as well of- 
theſe things, as they do, It.is a very ſhrewd Sign and. Token that a Man. is:a 
wicked unregenerate Man, if he be-of a fierce and perfecuting Temper; if he- 
be prone to endeavour to Ruine- and Trouble, or further the Vexation and. 
Diſturbance of the ſerious and pious People, only becauſe: they: cannot. be as: 
Ceremomious as he is, | | 

He that was born after the Fleſh, &c.) ; The Words do immediately: relate to- 
the Sons of Abrabam : Iſmael is He'that: was born afigr-the Fleſh,” viz... ina meer. 
natural ordinarie way. Now, as he did Perſecute, and. Mock;: and Derid,: and: 
Inſult over Tſaac , who was born after the Spirit , viz. who. was. the.Son of the. 
Promiſe, and in order to whoſe Birth there was the Exerting a Divine. Power-. 
in the accompliſhing of that Promiſe which was made to Abraham , when _ | 
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+he and Serah were paſt Hopes, - and naturally uncapable of _— Children, ſo 


it & now, viz, Even ſo thoſe. in theſe Days, who are of the Seed of Abraham, 
-that pretend- they have him for their Father, and are outwardlie Jews , or 
that pretend themſelves ſo out of ſeryile Compliance, do perſecute them that 
are born- after the Spirit ; that is, thoſe who are the Children of the Promiſe, 
the Seed. of Abrabam, truelie ſo called in a Religious Senſe, who ſucceed him 


_ Jv bis Faith. 


| The Fews did yery much: boaſt 'of , and lay an extraordinary ſtreſs on their 
-being the :Seed of .4braham ; they placed moſt of their Religion on this, and 
.thought it a ſufficient Plea for themſelves on-all Occaſions, and an effeAual 
Securitie from thoſe Judgements that were ſometimes threatned againſt them : 
:and therefore we find'the "Holy Men in Scripture often labouring to Convince 
:them-whata Sandie Foundation they did build upon, Matth. 3.9. Fohn 8. 39. 
Row. 4. 12,:13,:t4; 'It-is indeed a.great Mercy to be-Born of Pious and Reli- 
.gious-Parents 3 Thoſe Parents that haye a great Familiarity and intereſt with 
.GOD, thave uſually a_great Treaſure and Portion of.Bleſlings laid up with God 
;for their Poſterity, Exod. '20..6. But People may lay too great a ſtreſs on this 
.ouward Priviledge ; and if Children do not labour to walk in the Steps of 


Foe op and - Gracious Parents , but —_ wholly on their Predeceflors Ho- 
Jnefs, they will þe fearfully miſtaken at laſt, 


# 
# 


EE ie *  He'that was born after the Fleſh, &c, 


..- He that is a.looſe, wicked, Unregenerate, Carnal Perſon, is for Perſecuting 


and Undoing him that is born after the Spirit, him that is Serious, Holy, Stritt, 


4#ad Conſcientious ; thus it has-been, and thus it is, I will ſum up all into this 


Propoſition. | 


| Wiclked, Unregenerate-Men, alwayes have been, an Do& 


informedth 
—2 : 


Honeſt; Pious, Good,,' or Sober Perſon? Are there 
exorvitantly Vicious, Lewd, and Debacu'd as they? 
Now Chriſt and Religion do not allow of Perſecutiqns, of Troubling af 
Vexing, of Ruining and Undoing any Man, for little Indifterences, much 
for Truth and Holineſs. They are for Adyancing and Propagating Holing 
and Peace, and Love , and Condeſcention, Iſai. 42. 2, 3. Chrilt came # 
to deſtroy but to ſave Mens Lives : and ſharply rebukes his Diſciples why 
they would have- catled for Fire from Heaven to deſtroy the Samaritess: ItH 
2 ſure tokea Men are Enemies to Chriſt and So 5 yo they are of 
perſecuting Spirit. 1t hath 4lwayes been the great Charatter and Glory of 
Chiiſtian Religion, that were eyer it came, it did promote and further Quijg 
neſs, and Peace, and Love, and Brotherlie Kindneſs; aad did baniſh Wrath 
and Furie, and Malice, and every hateful and hurtfull-Diſpoſition and Incli id 
tion, It was always thus, till Popery got ſome power in the World, and the 
more barbarous Villanies and outragious Cruelties were perpetrated under thi 
Name, then were known tothe World before. Andifit be carefully obſerved 
you ſhall find, that in all Ages, thoſe who have been moſt for cruel Methe 
againſt them thatdiffer from them, have had moſt oFthe Spirit of Popery.intheny 
and it is deplorably apparent, that now in our days; they who appear volt vigh 
Yous and attivein Pro ecuting thoſe Proteſtants who differ from others in ſome I ; 
cidental Matters, haye a great affeQion for Popery,and are haſtening towards Rok 
as faſt as they can. 4 
That the following part of my Diſcourſe may be as plain and eaſie to you a 
poſlible, Iwill reduce what I deſign to ſay onthis Subje to theſe following Heads, 
x. Iwilltell you what perſecutionis. 2. Name more particularly the CharaRety 
of them that are Perſecutors. 3, Shew you whence itis that Wicked Men are {@ 
violently ſet againſt the Godly. 4, I will make ſome brief Appiication of the whole 
I am firſt of all to tell you what Perſecution is, And it is an endeayouringte 
Trouble, Moleſt, Diſturb, Kill orany way Hurt and Injure another Perſon of 
{ome Religiousaccount. Every Proſecutor ofa Perſon, is not properly Perſecus 
tion, but onlie when it is grounded on ſome Religious Aﬀair. A Man may | 
Luiltie of Sin in proſecuting another upon Civil account, but this Sin comes undef 
another Denomination, as Oppreſlion, Injuſtice, unpeaceable Brangling , && 
| Now Perſecution is much what the ſame in Religion, -tnat Oppreſhon1s in Ciyilss? 
When Men will not ſuffer others to enjoy that Libertie, and thoſe Rights in Religt-3 
on, Which either Nature or Reyelation-doallow them ; but will be ſevere againlÞ} 
them, it in every accidental Matter they will notbe juft oftheir mind: When Mex 
do hale others tq Tribunals; .and procure them either to be puniſhed in their Bodied; W 
or in their Eſtates; or to be depriyed of their Liyes, orciyil Liberties, _— | 
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againſt his Maſter the Son of God ? Wat RI a Coyetous Mercenary Sott:gl 
Perdition? What were thoſe that ſwore , and gave Evidence againſt Chriſt ? wg 
oy nota couple of Perjured Miſcreants? And if youſearch andinguire;' you w 
find all Informers againſt, and Perſecutors of the Tuſt and Holy , tobe of thy 
ame Stamp. Are noc the Informers and Perſecutors of our Days like to thoſe the 
were before them? Is it not eyident to all, that ny are notorious tor Perjuris; 
Falſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Prophane and. common Swearing ? Ag 
there any more regardleſs of the Lords Day, more Irreligious and Obſcene inthe 
Diſcourſe, more Vile, Contemprtible and baſe in the Eye and Opinion ofeyery 
Honeſt; Pious, Good, or Sober Perſon? Are there any ſo unjuſt, ſo falſe, | 
exorvitantly Vicious, Lewd, and Debacu'd as they ? "* 
Now Chriſt and Relivion do not allow of Perſecutions, of Troubling ag 
Vexing , of Ruining and Undoing any Man, for little Indifterences, much lef 
for Truth and Holineſs. They are for Adyancing and Propagating Holineſy 
and Peace, and Love , and Condeſcention, Iſai. 42. 2, 3. Chriſt came ti 
to deſtroy but to ſave Mens Lives : and ſharply rebukes his Diſciples wh 
they would have called for Fire from Heaven to deſtroy the Samaritans: Irh 
a ſure tokea Men are Enemies to Chriſt and Religion, when they are ok; 
erſecuting Spirit. It hath 4lwayes been the great CharaQter and Glory of riy 
Chriſtian Religion, that were ever it came, it did promote and further Quieg 
n2ſs, and Peace, and Love, and Brotherlie Kindneſs; aad did baniſh Wrath 
and Furie, and Malice, and every hateful and hurtfull Diſpoſition and Incling 
tion, It was always thus, till Popery got ſome power in the World, and the 
more barbarous Villanies and outragious Cruelties were perpetrated under t 
Name, then were known tothe World before. Anditit be carefully obſerved 
you ſhall find, that in all Ages, thoſe who have been moſt for cruel Methel 
againſt them that differ from them, have had moſt of the Spirit of Popery in theny 
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and it is deplorably __— that now in our days, they who appear moſt vig 
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rous and attivein Profecuting thoſe Proteſtants who differ from others in ſameati 
cidental Matters, haye a great affeQion for Popery,and are haſtening towards Royal 
as faſt as they can. Bo 
That the following part of my Diſcourſe may be as plain and eaſfie to you ag 
poſlible, I will reduce what Ideſignto ſay onthis SubjeR to theſe following Heads, 
x. Iwilltell you what perſecutionis. 2. Name more particularly the CharaRety 
of them that are Perſecutors. 3. Shew you whence itis that Wicked Men are ſ@ 
violently ſet againſt the Godly. 4. Iwill make ſome brief Appiication of the wholeg 
I am firſt of all to tell you what Perſecution is, And it is an endeayouring toll 
Trouble, Moleſt, Diſturb, Kill orany way Hurt and Injure another Perſon oo 
{ome Religious account. Every Proſecutor ofa Perſon, is not properly Perſecug 
tion, but onlie when it is grounded on ſome Religious Aﬀair. A Man may beg 
guiltie of Sin in proſecuting another upon Civil account, but this Sin comes undeBy 
another Denomination, as Oppreſlion, Injuſtice, unpeaceable Brangling , &c«4 
Now Perſecution is much what the ſame in Religion, tnat Oppreſſionis in Civils, 4 
When Men will not ſuffer others to enjoy that Libertie, and thoſe Rights in Religt- } 
on, Which either Nature or Revelation do allow them ; bur will be ſevere againſt'4 
them, it in every accidental Matter they will not be juft of their mind-: When Men. 
do hale others tq Tribunals; and procure them either to be puniſhed in their Bodies, © 
or in their Eſtates; or to be depriyed of their Liyes, orcivil Liberties, becanls-Y 
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